
COWLES Robert James 

 

Nationality: Canadian Rank: 

 Gunner  Canadian Field Artillery : 8th Brigade.  

Age: 24 Date of Death: 01/10/1917  

Service No: 348879  

Additional information: Son of Frederick Evelyn and Mary Walklate Cowles, of London, England. He was 5 

foot 8 1/2 inches had blue eyes and light brown hair when he enlisted 6th March 1916. He was Church of 

England. his address is given as 164 Mansfield Street, Montreal, Quebec. He was born in London. He gives his 

next of kin as his mother Mary living at that time at Tye Common, Billericay, Essex. He had served at McGill 

Cadet Officer Training Corps for 4 months prior to joining. He was single and worked as a Bank Clerk. His 

parents had moved to Tollesbury not long before he was killed. 

September 1917 A new strategy known as 'bite and hold' was adopted for the actions of September and October, 

after the awful weather in August had contributed to the failures of earlier large-scale attacks. The idea was to 

make small gains which could be held against counter-attack. Sir Herbert Plumer replaced Hubert Gough in 

command of the offensive. 1,295 guns were concentrated in the area, approximately one for every five yards of 

attack front. On September 20 at the battle of Menin Road, after a massive bombardment, the Allies attacked 

and managed to hold their objective of about 1,500 yards gained, despite heavy counter-attacks, suffering 

twenty-one thousand casualties. The Germans by this time had a semi-permanent front line, with very deep 

dugouts and concrete pillboxes, supported by artillery accurately ranged on no man's land. Further advances at 

Polygon Wood and Broodseinde on the south-western edge of the salient accounted for another two thousand 

yards and thirty thousand Allied casualties. The British line was now overlooked by the Passchendaele ridge, 

which therefore became an important objective. He died of wounds sustained in this fighting. 

 

1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 

Victory Medal 

 Casualty Type: Commonwealth 

War Dead Grave/Memorial 

Reference: III. F. 17. Cemetery: 

AUBIGNY COMMUNAL 

CEMETERY EXTENSION 

From March 1916 to the 

Armistice, Aubigny was held by 

Commonwealth troops and burials 

were made in the extension until 



September 1918. The 42nd Casualty Clearing Station buried in it during the whole period, the 30th in 1916 and 

1917, the 24th and 1st Canadian in 1917 (during the capture of Vimy Ridge by the Canadian Corps) and the 

57th in 1918. The extension now contains 2,771 Commonwealth burials of the First World War and seven from 

the Second World War. There are also 227 French burials made prior to March 1916, and 64 German war 

graves. The extension was designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield. No. of Identified Casualties: 3067 

  

His name appears on the Tollesbury War Memorial 

Last updated  01/06/2008  

 

Saint Mary's Tollesbury 


